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AMENDMENTS 

Claim amendments: 

l\ (Currently Amended) A user interface for creating and editing a viewer 
profile usfed in a device for determining programming events of interest to a 
viewer, the user interface comprising: 

a viawer prof il e identif i er too l for r e c ei ving input from a user sp e cify i ng a n 
i dent i f i er of\a v i ewer prof ile to be cr e at e d or edited; 

a category tool for receiving input from a user specifying predefined 
subject matter categories representing subject matter of interest to the viewer, 

whereinvthe subject matter represented by each of said predefined 
categories is deVined such that the predefined categories together form a 
hierarchy comprising at least a set of top-level categories, respective sets of first 
level sub-categories each corresponding to and encompassed by a top level 
category, and respective sets of second level sub-categories each corresponding 
to and encompassed by a first level sub-category, and 

wherein said category tool is responsive to user navigation commands to 
provide navigation am^ng said predefined categories in accordance with said 
hierarchy comprising pr e f e r e nc e scor e s, each i nputt e d pr e f e r e nc e scor e b ei ng 
sp e cifi e d for a rospoct i voXcatogory w i thin a hierarchy of catogorios and 
repr e sent i ng an amount of\us e r int e r e st i n subject matt e r of th e r e sp e ctiv e 
category; and 

a k e yword tool for r e ceiving i nput from a us e r sp e c i fy i ng k e ywords . 

2. (Currently Amended) The user interface claimed in claim 1, wherein 
said user interface further comprises a keyword tool for receiving input from a 
user specifying keywords representing subject matter of interest to the vieweri s 
a graphica l us e r interfac e and sa i d us e r i nt e rfac e compr i s e s a s l id i ng bar for 
ind i cating a proforonco scoro assoc i ated with a cotogory . 

3. (Currently Amended) The user interface claimed in claim 24-, wherein 
said input received by said keyword tool furth e r rece i ves i nput compris i ng 
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comprises keyword preference scores associated w i th sp e cif ie d k e ywords a nd 
roprosont i ng indicating an amount of esei^ viewer interest in subject matter 
descr i b e d by th e assoc i at e d represented by a specified keyword . 

4. (Currently Amended) The user interface claimed in claim JN£, wherein 
said input received by said category tool comprises category preference scores 
indicating an amount of viewer interest in subject matter represented by a 
specified predefined category us e r i nt e rface i s a graphica l usor interface and said 
user i nterface compr i ses a s li ding bar for ind i cating a keyword proforonc e scor e 
assoc ia t e d with a k e yword . 

5. (Currently Amended) The user interface claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising a qualified keyword tool for receiving input from a user indicating 
that a keyword specified by the user represents subject matter of interest to the 
viewer only when that subject matter is also represented by a specified one of 

f said predefined categories compr i sing both a k e yword and a cat e gory of tho 
cat e gory h i erarchy w i th which the keyword i s specif i cal l y associated . 

6. (Currently Amended) The user interface claimed in claim 5, wherein 
said qualified keyword tool further receives input comprising qualified keyword 
preference scores assoc i ated w i th spec i fied keywords and represent i ng 
indicating an amount of usef^ viewer interest in subject matter described 
represented by the-specified qualified keyword. 

7. (Currently Amended) The user interface claimed in claim 4€, wherein 
said user interface is a graphical user interface and said user interface comprises 
a sliding bar for indicating a qua li fi e d k e yword category preference score 
associated with a qualif i ed keyword specified category . 

8. (Previously Amended) The user interface claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising a priority tool for receiving input from a user specifying a priority of 
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said viewer profile relative to other viewer profiles when multiple viewer profiles 
are used for determining programming events of interest. 

9. (Previously Amended) The user interface claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising an alerts per time period tool for receiving input from a user 
specifying a maximum number of alerts to be generated within a given time 
period using said viewer profile. 

10. (Previously Amended) The user interface claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising an alert time advance tool for receiving input from a user specifying, 
for a programming event determined to be of interest using said viewer profile, 
an amount of time prior to the programming event that an alert for the 
programming event is to be provided. 

1 1 . (Previously Amended) The user interface claimed in claim 1 , further 
comprising a profile activation time tool for receiving input from a user 
specifying times of day during which the viewer profile is to be used for 
identifying programming events of interest. 

1 A (Currently Amended) A method for creating a viewer profile used for 
determining, programming events of interest to a viewer, comprising: 

r e c ei vmg input from a user sp e cifying an id e ntifi e r of a view e r prof ile to 
bo creat e d or ad i t e d; receiving user input for navigation among predefined 
subject matter qategories, wherein the subject matter represented by each of 
said predefined categories is defined such that the predefined categories 
together form a hierarchy comprising at least a set of top-level categories, 
respective sets of first level sub-categories each corresponding to and 
encompassed by a top level category, and respective sets of second level sub- 
categories each corresponding to and encompassed by a first level sub-category, 
and wherein said navigation is performed in accordance with said hierarchy; 

receiving input frorAa -the user specifying predefined categories of said 
hierarchy representing subject matter of interest to the viewer comprising 

\ 4 



Serial No. 09/992,414 



Attorney Docket No. 051448/0206 



prefer e nc e scor e s, oach i nputt e d preference score b e ing specif i ed for a 
rospcctivo category w i thin a hi e rarchy of cat e gori e s and representing an amount 
of user i nterest in subject matter of tho rospoctivo category ; and 

storing said pr e ferenc e scores for said cat e gori e s in association with said 
i d e ntif ie r as data representing said specified predefined categories in a viewer 
profile in a computer readable medium . 

13. (Currently Amended) The method claimed in claim 12, further 
comprising receiving input from a user compris i ng specifying a keyword 
representing subject matter of interest to the viewer . 

14. (Currently Amended) The method claimed in claim 13, further 
compris i ng receiving i nput from a user comprising wherein said input specifying 
a keyword comprises a keyword preference score associated with a spec i fi e d 
k e yword and representing indicating an amount of ^se ^viewer interest in 
subject matter d e scr i b e d by th e associat e d represented by a specified keyword. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method claimed in claim 1 34^2-, further 
comprising receiving qualified keyword input from a user indicating that a 
keyword specified by the user represents subject matter of interest to the 
viewer only when that subject matter is also represented by a specified one of 
said predefined categories compr i s i ng both a keyword and a cat e gory of th e 
cat e gory hi e rarchy w i th which the keyword is sp e c i f i ca ll y assoc i ated . 

16. (Currently Amended) The method claimed in claim 1 24-&, furth e r 
compris i ng rocoWing input from a us e r comprising a wherein said input 
specifying a predefined category comprises a category preference score 
assoc i at e d w i th a Sp e c i fied keyword and r e pr e s e nt i ng indicating an amount of 
i=tsef -viewer interest\in subject matter d e scr i bed by the represented by a specified 
keyword category . \ 
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17. (Previously Amended) The method claimed in claim 12, further 
comprising receiving input from a user specifying a priority of said viewer profile 
relative to other viewer profiles when multiple viewer profiles are used for 
determining programming events of interest. 

18. (Previously Amended) The method claimed in claim 12, further 
comprising receiving input from a user specifying a maximum number of alerts 
to be generated using said viewer profile within a given period of time. 

19. (Previously Amended) The method claimed in claim 12, further 
comprising receiving input from a user specifying, for a programming event 
determined to be of interest using said viewer profile, an amount of time prior to 
the programming event that an alert for the programming event is to be 
provided. 

20. (Previously Amended). The method claimed in claim 12, further 
comprising receiving input from a user specifying times of day during which the 
viewer profile is to be used for identifying programming events of interest. 

2\ (Currently Amended) A programmable device for determining 
programming events of interest to a viewer, the device comprising a computer 
readable medium storing programming code to control the device to perform 
processing comprising: 

at least Vi e proc e ssor; and 

storage rrrbdia coup l od to tho at l east one processor and hav i ng stored 
th e r e in programming i nstruct i ons for p e rform i ng data processing compr i s i ng: 

r e c e iving i npqt from a user specify i ng an identifier of a view e r prof ile to 
b e cr e at e d or e d i t e d; \ 

receiving input from the user for navigation among predefined subject 
matter categories, wherein the subject matter represented by each of said 
predefined categories is defined such that the predefined categories together 
form a hierarchy comprisincnat least a set of top-level categories, respective sets 
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oXfirst level sub-categories each corresponding to and encompassed by a top 
level category, and respective sets of second level sub-categories each 
corresponding to and encompassed by a first level sub-category, and wherein 
said navigation is performed in accordance with said hierarchy; 

(receiving input from a -the user specifying predefined categories 
representing subject matter of interest to the viewer compriGing proforonco 
scor e s, e ach i nputt e d proforonc e scor e bo i ng spec i f ie d for a respect i v e cat e gory 
within a h ie rarchy of cat e gori e s and repres e nting an amount of us e r i nt e r e st in 
subject matt e r of th e r e spect i ve category ; and 

storing sa i d prefer e nce scor e s for sa i d cat e gori e s in associat i on with said 
^ata representing said specified predefined categories in a viewer 

profile. 

22. (Currently Amended) The device claimed in claim 21, said processing 
further comprising receiving input from a user compr i sing specifying a keyword 
representing subject matter of interest to the viewer . 

23. (Currently Amended) The device claimed in claim 22, wherein said 
processing further comprising r e c ei v i ng i nput from a user compr i sing j ngut 
specifying a keyword comprises a keyword preference score assoc i at e d with a 
specif i ed keyword and repr e s e nt i ng indicating an amount of ijsef^ viewer interest 
in subject matter d e scr i b e d by th e associat e d represented by a specified 
keyword. 




24. (Currently Amended) The device claimed in claim 2224-, said 
processing further comprising receiving qualified keyword input from a user 
indicating that a keyword specified by the user represents subject matter of 
interest to the viewer only when that subject matter is also represented by a 
specified one of said predefined categories compr i s i ng both a keyword and a 
cat e gory of th e cat e gory hierarchy with which th e keyword i s specifical l y 
a ssociat e d . 
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25. (Currently Amended) The device claimed in claim 2124, sai4 
process i ng furth e r compris i ng receiving i nput from a user compris i ng a wherein 
said input specifying a predefined category comprises a category preference 
score associated with a specifi e d k e yword and r e pr e s e nt i ng indicating an 
amount of ^sef^ -viewer interest in subject matter d e scr i b e d by th e represented by 
a specified k e yword category . 

26. (Previously Amended) The device claimed in claim 21, said processing 
further comprising receiving input from a user specifying a priority of said viewer 
profile relative to other viewer profiles when multiple viewer profiles are used for 
determining programming events of interest. 

27. (Previously Amended) The device claimed in claim 21, said processing 
further comprising receiving input from a user specifying a maximum number of 
alerts to be generated using said viewer profile within a given period of time. 

28. (Previously Amended) The device claimed in claim 21, said processing 
further comprising receiving input from a user specifying, for a programming 
event determined to be of interest using said viewer profile, an amount of time 
prior to the programming event that an alert for the programming event is to be 
provided. 

29. (Previously Amended) The device claimed in claim 21, said processing 
further comprising receiving input from a user specifying times of day during 
which the viewer profile is to be used for identifying programming events of 
interest. 

Claims 30-35 (Canceled) 
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